
“Developing
common rules for
truly European
nautical tourism” 
D E C L A R A T I O N



The nautical tourism sector,
a key contributor to jobs and
economic growth in coastal

and inland regions 
C A N  B E  A  C A T A L Y S T  F O R  E U R O P E A N  T O U R I S M  A N D  T H E

G R E E N  T R A N S I T I O N  



The sector’s developments are however
held back by a lack of a harmonised
European approach. 

In the framework of the SEArica event
on leisure boating and water-based
tourism “Developing a truly European
and sustainable nautical tourism”, 

the signatories of this Declaration,
members of the SEArica Intergroup, call
on the European Commission, Council of
the EU, and European Parliament to put
in place common rules for the sector at
EU level by: 



#1
E N G A G I N G  W I T H  T H E  U N I T E D  N A T I O N S
E C O N O M I C  C O M M I S S I O N  F O R  E U R O P E  ( U N E C E )
A N D  M E M B E R  S T A T E S  T O  B O O S T  T H E
R E C O G N I T I O N  O F  P R I V A T E  B O A T E R S ’  L I C E N S E S  B Y
I M P L E M E N T I N G  A N D  R E C O G N I S I N G  T H E
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C E R T I F I C A T E  O F  C O M P E T E N C E
( U N E C E  R E S O L U T I O N  4 0 )  I N  A L L  M E M B E R  S T A T E S ;  

#1 ENGAGING



#2
D E V E L O P I N G  A  L E G A L  F R A M E W O R K  F O R  T H E
M U T U A L  R E C O G N I T I O N  O F  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  F O R
S K I P P E R S  O F  S M A L L  C O M M E R C I A L  V E S S E L S  A T  E U
L E V E L ;

#2 DEVELOPING



#3
ADVANCING THE GREEN TRANSIT ION AND
DEVELOPMENT OF PLEASURE PORTS/MARINAS IN
LINE WITH THE EUROPEAN GREEN DEAL THROUGH
POLICY PRIORIT ISATION AND FUNDING,
INCLUDING CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION,
RENEWABLE ENERGY,  AND SUSTAINABLE
EXPANSION OF FACIL IT IES ;  

#3 ADVANCING



#4
COORDINATING AND ALIGNING NATIONAL PLANS
FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF INLAND
RECREATIONAL NAVIGATION AND SUPPORTING
CROSS-BORDER CONNECTIONS WITH EU FUNDING;

#4 COORDINATING



#5
ALIGNING VAT RATES FOR ON-LAND AND ON-
WATER ACTIVIT IES  ACROSS THE ENTIRE TOURISM
SECTOR IN ORDER TO ENSURE A LEVEL PLAYING
FIELD.  

#5 ALIGNING
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