Genoa, 5 October 2010

European Commission’s Vice-President Tajani
meets with European boating entrepreneurs

On Monday, 4 October 2010 at the Genoa
international boat show, European Boating
Industry welcomed European
Commission's Vice-President Antonio
Tajani. Mr Tajani is in charge of enterprise,
industry and tourism in Brussels. He was
the Commission's Vice-President in charge
of transport under Barroso's first mandate
and worked for many years as journalist
and Member of European Parliament.
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Despite difficult weather conditions and a long trip to reach Genoa, Vice-President
Tajani maintained his visit and said “he was pleased to meet with European
entrepreneurs from the boating industry”. It was his first participation to a boat show
and he provided the audience with an overview of the European Commission's actions
aimed at ensuring that the European industry remains able to compete worldwide.
These actions encompass the revision of the EU recreational craft directive and the
preparation of the new EU policies on innovation, industry and tourism. It was followed
by a dialogue with the entrepreneurs.

Revision of the EU recreational craft directive

Vice-President Tajani provided first hand information about the upcoming revision of
the directive. European Boating Industry is involved since the beginning (2008) in the
preparatory work for the revision of the EU recreational craft directive. It works together
with the European Commission and the Member States’ delegates on the preparation
of the new directive’s text, and this cooperation was so far successful. Historically, the
Recreational Craft Directive (RCD) created the conditions for the free trade of boats,
jet-skis, engines and components in Europe by harmonising the essential safety and
environmental requirements for these products.

The current directive's revision was triggered by environmental considerations. Exhaust
emission levels for engines had to be further reduced as part of Europe's global effort
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and achieve cleaner air. For European Boating
Industry, it was also the chance to clarify parts of a text that led to diverging
interpretations among European countries. The new directive's text is expected by the
end of November 2010. It will be discussed for about 12-18 months between the
European Parliament and the Council of Ministers. The new requirements will apply in
2015. European Boating Industry will continue carefully negotiating the text with EU
legislators through the whole process.
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New EU industrial policy

Vice-President Tajani announced the broad lines of his vision for a new EU industrial
policy which will be officially presented at the end of the month. He stressed the
importance of having a well-functioning single market based on smarter and consistent
regulations. Innovation that goes beyond purely technical innovation is another critical
area for performance and efficiency. He reiterated his support to small and mid-sized
enterprises (SMEs) and added that “access to finance is a burning issue”. He
concluded that the transition of the industry to greener and green economy should not
be seen as “a burden on companies but also as an opportunity for sustainable growth
and gaining competitive advantage”.

New EU tourism policy

On 30 June 2010, the European Commission adopted a Communication on a new
political framework for tourism. This is a direct result of the adoption of the Lisbon
treaty where tourism moves under the competence of the European Union. Tourism
can now benefit from actions and policies designed at EU level. Vice-President Tajani
insisted that there is a dedicated action to develop sustainable coastal and marine
tourism and the European boating industry should take full advantage of it. European
Boating Industry stressed that boaters are spending above the average tourist
expenditure and that boating is fully compatible with the EU objective of promoting
sustanable tourism. It also proposed having closer cooperation with operators in the
tourism sector at EU level. European Boating Industry will submit some proposals and
ideas to further develop sustainable boating and watersport tourism in Europe.

Boat licenses

Vice-President Tajani informed the audience that the Commission was investigating if it
would be helpful to apply in all EU Member States an international UN resolution which
would create a common certificate of competence for boaters. The preliminary results
of this survey are expected beginning of 2011.

International trade

European Boating Industry asked the European Commission to bear in mind that the
boating industry was a significant exporter worldwide. When negotiating bilateral trade
agreements, it is important that the European Commission ensures that there are no
obstacles such as technical barriers and special tariffs related to boats and equipment
which could affect the European exports worldwide.



