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INTERNATIONAL BREAKFAST MEETING 
 

Tuesday, 26 January 2016 
Congress Centre Düsseldorf – CCD South 

Room 28 on 2nd floor 
From 8:30 to 10:45 

 

 
 

PROGRAMME 
 
 

8:30-8:50  Registration and breakfast 
 
8:50-9:00 Welcome address by: 
- Goetz-Ulf Jungmichel, Director of boot Düsseldorf 
- Robert Marx, President of boot Düsseldorf 
- Piero Formenti, President of European Boating Industry 
 
9:00-9:30  
Growing the competitiveness of the European boating sector 
Speaker: Andreas Pauer, Ecorys 
The main outcomes and policy recommendations from the 2015 study on the 
competitiveness of the boating sector in Europe will be jointly presented for 
the first time by the European Commission and consulting agency Ecorys, 
followed by an exchange with the participants. 
 
9:30-10:00 
Working together to promote boating 
Speaker: Jürgen Tracht, Managing Director of BVWW 
Inspired by the success of the “Grow Boating” campaign in the US, a number 
of European countries (i.e. Germany, France, Italy, Sweden, the Netherlands) 
run their own national promotion schemes. The new campaign developed in 
Germany will be presented here.  
 
10:00-10:30 
North American market performance in 2014-2015 & trends for 2016 
Speaker: Robert Newsome, NMMA – National Marine Manufacturers 
Association 
An overview of the market performance and identified trends in North 
America, followed by an exchange with the participants. 
 
10:30-10:45 Conclusions & End of the event 
 

boot Düsseldorf and European Boating Industry are pleased to invite you  
to the first edition of the International Breakfast Meeting.  

The event will look at the industry competitiveness, its challenges  
and the North American market performance and trends. 
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Andreas Pauer is Project Manager and Consultant at 
Ecorys, an international company providing research, 
consultancy and management services. He is specialised 
in sector and competitiveness studies and impact 
assessments. With Ecorys he contributed to more than 20 
projects for the European Commission including: 
”Competitiveness of the recreational boating sector”; 
“Specific challenges for a sustainable development of 
Coastal and Maritime Tourism in Europe”; “Support of an 
Impact Assessment for Coastal and Maritime Tourism”. 

 
Andreas holds three Master’s degrees: economics, political science 
(University of Innsbruck) and European Economic Studies (College of Europe, 
Bruges). Before joining Ecorys he gathered work experience at the European 
Commission, the Central Bank of Luxembourg, the Regional Government of 
Upper-Austria and also worked for the industry. 
 
 

 
Jürgen Tracht is the Managing Director of the German 
Marine Industry Association (Bundesverband 
Wassersportwirtschaft e.V. – BVWW) and the Director of 
the Recreational Marine Research & Development 
Association. He sits on the Committee of the Executives of 
European Boating Industry. He studied economics at the 
Universities of Wuppertal and Cologne. In his leisure time 
he enjoys sailing with family and friends.  

 
 
 

Robert Newsome is the Vice President of Engineering 
Standards for the National Marine Manufacturers 
Association (NMMA) in the USA, where he is responsible 
for the NMMA Certification programs for boats and other 
marine products sold in North America.  He represents the 
recreational marine industry on technical matters for U.S. 
and international standards and regulations including 
ABYC and ISO standards, and serves on the ICOMIA 
Technical Committee. He additionally oversees NMMA’s 
work on the Marine Industry Customer Satisfaction Index 

program, serves as the Executive Director of the Boat Trailer Manufacturers 
Associations, and is a spokesperson for the US Grow Boating campaign. 
Robert holds a Bachelor’s of Science degree from Bradley University and a 
Master’s of Business Administration degree from the University of Notre 
Dame. 

 
ABOUT THE SPEAKERS 


